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CA17140 updates – Unprecedented Times 
Continue 
 
Late spring – early fall 2022 

Although convenient and a sort of “life-savers” during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, online conferences have drawbacks, 
most notably in terms of the efficacy of making connections 
and forming communities – two major objectives of our 
CA17140 and all COST Actions as well. Most scientists agree 
that although online conferences do provide some 
networking possibilities, they can't quite replace the in-
person experience. Attendees benefit greatly from the 
opportunity to meet and interact with like-minded people 
for professional and personal growth. Moreover, coffee 
breaks, social gatherings, and unexpected talks are 
examples of the kinds of unplanned interactions that have 
proven challenging to replicate in virtual settings. Therefore, 
the CG of the CA17140 placed a lot of efforts in supporting 
and fostering the organization and carrying-out of in-person 
activities. In primis, the 2-day WG3 Workshop “Advancing 
cancer nanomedicine to the clinics: hypes, hopes and 
hurdles” was held in Magdeburg (DE), on June 16-17, 2022. 
Also, young researchers/innovators (YR/I) restarted their 
networking and training activities by exploiting the 6th and 
7th STSM calls. In aggregate, 20 YR/Is could benefit from the 
grants made available within these two calls, and the 7th 
STSM period – which ended by October 31, 2022, marked 
the end of the foreseen activities for this important 
initiative. Overall, the research and networking activities of 
95 scientists were supported through this program. While 
the highly successful Science and the Action webinar series 
continued regularly during the whole period (with a 
deserved small summer break), CA17140 hosted the 3rd on-
line “Meet our industrial partners” event on July 8, 2022. 
Last but not least, two important events also scheduled in 
this period, namely the General CA17140 Core Group (CG) 
Meeting and the CA17140 Final Conference, will be hosted 
by the University of Rome – La Sapienza, Rome, Italy, from 
October 24 to October 26, 2022. Although an in-depth 
description of these events will be reported in the next 
Newsletter, here we briefly report the main information 
about our upcoming Final Conference. Concomitantly, to 
make up (at least in part) for the time lost during the SARS-
CoV-2 pandemic, the request to obtain a 6-month extension 
period for our Action activity was submitted to the COST 

Offices by the Action Chair and the positive reply, which 
included a budget extension (i.e., working budget period 5 – 
WBP5), was granted by October 2022. Accordingly, the 
CA17140 CG has elaborated a program of activities for the 
WBP5, that was very recently approved by the CA17140 
Science Officer. These will be reported in full in the next 
issue of our Newsletter. 

Science and the Action 
Webinar series 
In the timeframe covered by this 
report, 5 seminars were 
contributed, as follows. On June 3, 2022, the 7th Science and 
the Action (SATA) seminar has been delivered by Dr. Tambet 
Teesalu from the Laboratory of Precision- and 
Nanomedicine, University of Tartu, 
Estonia. Tambet talked to us about 
the Development of homing peptides 
for precision guided delivery of 
nanoparticles, and the slides (pdf) and 
the recording of Tambet’s 
presentation are both freely available 
from the dedicated page on our 
website (https://www.nano2clinic.eu/7th-science-and-
action-seminar-development-homing-peptides-precision-
guided-delivery-nanoparticles). 

The 8th SATA seminar has been delivered by Dr. Enrico 
Catalano from the Scuola Normale Superiore in Pisa, Italy. 
Enrico talked to us about Ultrasound-
induced piezoelectric nanoparticles for 
anticancer treatment on June 24 2022. 
Enrico’s slides (pdf) and presentation 
recording are both freely available 
from the dedicated page on our 
website 
(https://www.nano2clinic.eu/8th-
science-and-action-seminar-
ultrasound-induced-piezoelectric-nanoparticles-anticancer-
treatment). 

Prof. Nguyen T.K. Thanh, from the University College of 
London, United Kingdom, was our 9th SATA speaker and, on 
July 1, 2022, she shared with us her experience and results 
on Plasmonic and magnetic nanoparticles for biomedical 
applications. The slides (pdf) and the recording of Nguyen’s 
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talk are both freely available from the 
dedicated page on our website 
(https://www.nano2clinic.eu/9th-
science-and-action-seminar-
plasmonic-and-magnetic-
nanoparticles-biomedical-
applications). 

The 10th SATA seminar, held on 
September 8, 2022, has been delivered in a very effective 
format by a set of speakers from the jointed groups of 
BioNanoNet (BNN) and Joanneum Research (JR) Health from 
Austria. Our colleagues discussed with us on Mission Cancer 
- facts and expertise, as follows: first, Dr. Christoph Magnes 
from JR Health talked to us about Drug testing methods for 
personalized cancer therapy, and then Dr. Susanne Resch 
and Dr. Andreas Falk from BNN conducted an Interactive 
session addressing the Mission Cancer key topics. 

During the Interactive session, our friends led us to an 
exciting exercise based on the Mural Visual Collaboration 
format. In this activity, the Austrian colleagues prepared a 
canvas with the 4 key objectives of Mission Cancer: 1) 
Understanding of cancer, 2) Prevention and early detection, 
3) Diagnosis and treatment, and 4) Quality of life for patients 
and their families), and invited us to add a sticky note with 
our expertise (keywords, ongoing project, etc.) under each 
key objective with the purpose of mapping of expertise & 
brainstorming on future projects. The result of the canvas 
(shown in the Figure below) will be a great steppingstone to 
be exploited in a foreseen Action "hackaton" on the Action 
future activities and prosecution. 

 

The recording of this event and a readable version of the 
canvas talk are both freely available from the dedicated 
page on our website (https://www.nano2clinic.eu/10th-
science-and-action-seminar-mission-cancer-facts-and-
expertise). 

The 11th SATA seminar was given on October 12, 2022, by 
Maria Mendes, PhD student in the group of our member 
Carla Vitorino at the Faculty of 
Pharmacy and Coimbra Chemistry 
Centre, Department of Chemistry, 
University of Coimbra, Portugal. In 
her webinar, Maria talked to us 
about Hybrid nanoparticles as 
multifunctional platform for brain 
tumor therapy. The slides (pdf) and 
the recording of Maria’s 
presentation are both freely available from the dedicated 
page on our website (https://www.nano2clinic.eu/11th-
science-and-action-seminar-hybrid-nanoparticles-
multifunctional-platform-brain-tumor-therapy). 
 

WG3 Workshop on Advancing cancer 
nanomedicine to the clinics: hypes, hopes 
and hurdles 
The WG3 workshop (WS) dedicated to Advancing cancer 
nanomedicine to the clinics: hypes, hopes and hurdles was 
held on June 16-17, 2022, at the 
Research Campus STIMULATE in 
Magdeburg, Germany, hosted by the 
WG3 vice-leader Prof. Ulf D. Kahlert. 
This WS aimed at several goals, 
including: i) to generate a think-tank 
for defining the state of the art 
assays for cancer modeling to 
support clinical meaningful 
preclinical nano-drug/nano-theranostic development; ii) to 
promote the commitment and pro-actively engaging 
clinicians (in particular surgeons and radiologists) in the 
activity of the Action both within the granting period and 
beyond - to foster clinical application of new nano-drugs 
against cancer; and iii) to present and discuss perspective 
clinical trials with new nano-drugs, especially for agents 
based on pure synthetic background – identifying “needs” 
from the clinician standpoints. The program of the WS 
included 4 sessions, two devoted to Nanomedicine clinical 
scenarios and two focused on New technologies in 
nanomedicine. In this last session group presentations were 
given on an emerging field, the combination of 
nanomedicine and artificial intelligence (AI) in cancer clinical 
and surgical management, with the further aim of 
identifying complementing synergies of these frontier fields 
of research. The WS program and the slides of all 
presentations (pdf) can be freely accessed at the dedicated 
page on our website (https://www.nano2clinic.eu/wg3-
workshop-magdeburg-de).  

3rd Meet our industrial partners on-line 
seminar 
Following the success of our first two Meet our industrial 
partner seminars, the third event of this series was held on-
line on July 8, 2022. 
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The first speaker, Prof. Rana Sanyal, 
co-founder & CSO of RS Research in 
Turkey and our CA17140 WG1 
leader shared the experience of RS 
Research about Start-up model 
shaping the future of biotech: 
production of nanomedicines 
under GMP conditions. 

Dr. Chiara Barattini, product 
manager at AcZon srl in Italy discussed the topic of 
Multimodal tool for targeted drug delivery, while Dr. Jamie 
Godfrey, product manager of dendritic materials at Polymer 
Factory AB in Sweden presented a talk on Polymer Factory – 
Precision nanomaterials that enhance your technology. The 
webinar was closed by the lecture Nanotechnology in the 
era of precision medicine: from lab to the market to 
maximize impact presented by Dr. Abi J. Vázquez, co-
founder and COO of the spin-off biotech company Diversa 
Technologies in Spain. 

The recording of the entire webinar can be freely accessed 
from the dedicated page on our website 
(https://www.nano2clinic.eu/third-industrial-partners-
workshop-series). 

 

CA17140 Final Conference – program and 
Book of Abstracts 
The CA17140 Final Conference – foreseen during the 4 
action Working Budget Period and planned before we had 
the positive news of the Action extension, will take place on 
October 25-26, 2022 at the University of Rome “La 
Sapienza” in Rome, Italy. The event will feature two-days of 
presentations (prevalently in-person with a few given in 
remote mode) offered by a blend of academic, industrial, 
and YR/I Action members from different COST Countries. 
The program of the event and the Book of Abstract are 
already available on our website at the dedicated page: 
https://www.nano2clinic.eu/ca17140-final-conference. 

CA17140 CG General Meeting 
Concomitantly with the CA17140 Final Conference, the CG 
General meeting is planned in a hybrid form on October 24, 
2022. The in-person part of the event will take place again 

at the Università di Roma “La Sapienza”, kindly hosted by 
our member Prof. Cristina Limatola. Many essential topics 
will be discussed during the meeting, including an update on 
the ongoing WG3 and WG4 deliverables preparation, 
presentation and discussion of the WBP5 activities and 
further dissemination activity, among others. The program 
of the CG General Meeting is already available on the Action 
website at: https://www.nano2clinic.eu/ca17140-cg-
general-meeting. 

 

CA17140 ACTION CORE GROUP 

Sabrina Pricl (Chair, IT) 

sabrina.pricl@dia.units.it    cost_action_17140@icloud.com 

Nazende Günday-Türeli (Vice-Chair, DE) 

Rana Sanyal (WG1 Leader, TR) 

Tomas Strasak (WG1 Vice-Leader, ECI, CZ) 

Ivana Vinković Vrček (WG2 Leader, HR) 

Evgeny Apartsin (WG2 Vice-Leader, ECI, RU)* 

Carlo Catapano (WG3 Leader, CH) 

Ulf Kahlert (WG3 Vice-Leader, EC, DE) 

Maria Eugenia Riveiro (Science 
Communication Coordinator and WG4 Leader, FR) 

Enrico Catalano (WG4 Vice-leader, ECI, IT) 

Maria Francesca Ottaviani (Grant Awarding Coordinator, IT) 

GRANT HOLDER 

The University of Lodz, Lodz, PL 

Grant Holder Manager 

Joanna Korczynska (PL) 
joanna.korczynska@uni.lodz.pl 

 
*Evgeny Apartsin has served as an irreprensible and superactive WG2 Vice-Leader 
until the enforcement of the Russian ban due to the Ukraine/Russia conflict. 

Prof. Rana Sanyal, co-founder 
and CSO at RS Research and 
WG1 leader 

From left to right: Dr. Chiara Barattini (AcZon, IT), Dr. Jamie Godfrey 
(Polymer Factory AB, SE) and Dr. Abi J. Vázquez (Diversa Technologies, ES) 


